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SUBJECT: BELGIAN MACHINE TOOLS TO ROMANIA 
REF: PARIS 17460 (NOT AL) 

1 . BELGIAN DEL AT COCOM, W.J. STEVENS, ANNOUNCED AT 

JUNE 14 MEETING BELGIAN INTENTION UNILATERALLY TO REMOVE 
LARGE MACHINE TOOLS FROM EMBARGO EFFECTIVE JUNE 24 FOR 
SIX MONTHS BECAUSE OF NECESSITY TO MAKE SALES TO ROMANIA 
IN ORDER FOR BELGIAN MACHINE TOOL INDUSTRY TO SURVIVE. 
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US, UK AND GERMANY ARE STILL RESERVING ON BELGIAN PROPOSAL 
THAT COCOM AGREE TO RELAX EMBARGO CUTOFFS TO PERMIT SUCH 
SALES. 

2. BELGIAN PROPOSAL TO REVISE COCOM CRITERIA TO REQUIRE 
UNANIMITY TO RETAIN ANY ITEM ON LIST WHICH HAS BEEN IN 
COMMERCIAL USE IN WEST FOR FIVE YEARS NOT SCHEDULED FOR 
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DEBATE UNTIL OCTOBER (UNDER PRESENT RULES UNANIMITY IS 
REQUIRED TO DELETE OR TO REVISE AN ITEM ON THE LIST AND US 
OFTEN VETOES SUCH PROPOSALS). 

3. US IS ONLY COUNTRY STILL IN RESERVE ON PENDING ITALIAN 
CASE TO SELL 8 LARGE MACHINE TOOLS TO ROMANIA. ITALIANS 
HAVE ALSO CLAIMED THAT SUCH SALES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC 
HEALTH OF THEIR MACHINE TOOL INDUSTRY BUT HAVE NOT 
THREATENED UNILATERAL ACTION. ITALIAN CASE INVOLVES 
UNUSUALLY LARGE NUMBER OF THESE TOOLS. ONE OF 

REASONS FOR CONTINUED US RESERVE IS SKEPTICISM THAT ROMANIA 
WOULD HAVE PRODUCTIVE CIVIL USE FOR SO MANY. 

4. BEGIN FYI: PREVIOUS BELGIAN DEL TO COCOM, EMILE MASSA. 

NOW ECONOMIC COUNSELLOR IN WASHINGTON, CALLED ON DEPT 
JUNE 15 ON OTHER MATTERS. ON BEING INFORMED OF RECENT DE- 
VELOPMENTS AT COCOM, HE DESCRIBED BELGIAN ACTION AS 
EXTRAORDINARY DEPARTURE FROM CUSTOMARY CAUTIOUS BELGIAN 
DIPLOMACY, ALTHOUGH HE ASSUMED BRUSSELS MUST HAVE AUTHORIZED 
IT. END FYI 

5. DURING JUNE 2 US-UK BILATERALS ON COCOM CRITERIA 
BRITISH STATED OPINION BELGIAN OBSOLESCENCE CRITERION PRO- 
POSAL WOULD NOT RECEIVE SUPPORT BECAUSE US AND UK WERE 
CLOSE TO REACHING AGREEMENT ON LESS RADICAL CHANGES IN 
CRITERIA. BRITISH STRONGLY OPPOSED BELGIAN PRO.OSAL TO 
TURN RULE OF UNANIMITY ON ITS HEAD. 

6. CURRENT COCOM EXCEPTIONS PROCEDURES PROVIDE THAT 
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DOMESTIC ECONOMIC FACTORS WHICH EXPORTING GOVERNMENT FEELS 
ARE SO SERIOUS AS TO OVER-RIDE SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS 
MAY BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN EXCEPTIONS CASES. 

7. REQUEST EMB BRUSSELS DISCUSS MATTER WITH GOB SOONEST 
TO: 


A- DEPLORE RADICAL ACTION WHICH WOULD ERODE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF COCOM IN PROTECTING WESTERN SECURITY INTERESTS; 

B- SUGGEST THAT FAR LESS DISRUPTIVE COURSE OF ACTION IF 
BELGIUM FEELS IT MUST SELL A FEW EMBARGOED TOOLS TO ROMANIA 
WOULD BE TO SUBMIT EXCEPTION CASE; AND 

C- ASK WHAT EVIDENCE BELGIUM HAS THAT ROMANIA WOULD USE THE 
TOOLS BELGIUM WISHES TO SELL FOR CIVIL PURPOSES, TAKING IN- 
TO ACCOUNT THE LARGE NUMBER OF TOOLS THE ROMANIANS HAVE 
ALREADY ORDERED FROM ITALY. 
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8. REQUEST EMB BONN AND EMB LONDON INFORM GERMAN AND 
BRITISH FOREIGN MINISTRIES OF APPROACH US IS MAKING TO GOB 
PER PARA 7 AND SUGGEST THAT GERMANS AND BRITISH MAINTAIN 
THEIR RESERVES ON BELGIAN PROPOSAL TO RELAX EMBARGO AT 
LEAST UNTIL AFTER JUNE 24 SO AS NOT TO APPEAR TO BE GIVING 
IN TO THREAT OF UNILATERAL ACTION. 

9. REQUEST EMB BUCHAREST REPORT ANY INFORMATION IT CAN 
OBTAIN ON ROMANIAN NEEDS FOR LARGE WESTERN MACHINE TOOLS. 
IT IS PUZZLING WHY ROMANIA WOULD SPEND HARD FOREIGN 
CURRENCY FOR WESTERN TOOLS SINCE GZECHS, GDR AND SOVIETS 
PRODUCE LARGE MACHINE TOOLS. ITALIANS STATE THAT MACHINE 
TOOLS THEY ARE PROVIDING ARE REQUIRED FOR THE TECHNICAL 
MODERNIZATION PROGRAM OF THE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR FORESEEN 
BY THE FIVE-YEAR ROMANIAN DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

10. REQUEST USDEL AT COCOM INFORM BELGIAN DEL OF APPROACH 
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US IS MAKING IN BRUSSELS PER PARA 7 (A), (B) AND (C). 

CHRISTOPHER 
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